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 Washington “ After months of planning, Congressman John W. Olver                said today that his 1st District 1999 Business Leaders Conference                was one of the most informative and engaging conferences he has                organized. The day-long program, entitled œTools for the 21st Century,”                marked the fourth biannual conference hosted by Olver since he first                was elected to Congress in 1991.  More than 80 business leaders                from Olver°s district came to Washington, DC, to hear from Cabinet                Secretaries, White House officials and top policy makers.              

œBringing business leaders here to Washington to directly engage                our nation°s top policy makers is the best way to meet our challenges                at home,” Olver said. œThis conference enables the participants                to return to Massachusetts with a better understanding of the legislative                process and how the federal government can help their businesses.”              

Guest speakers included Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers, Transportation                Secretary Rodney Slater, Under Secretary for Rural Development Jill                Long Thompson and Chris Jennings, President Clinton°s chief advisor                on health care issues.  One of the biggest highlights of the                day was when Keynote Luncheon Speaker Al Hunt “ a syndicated columnist                for the Wall Street Journal and CNN talking head “  amused                the group by rattling off political predictions and polling the                group about their presidential preferences. As it turned out, the                participants as a whole favored Bill Bradley over Al Gore and George                W. Bush.              

Another notable moment was when Transportation Secretary Rodney                Slater was asked to explain why there appears to be less transportation                funding for Massachusetts west of the Big Dig. The audience immediately                erupted into applause before Slater could answer the question.                 Congressman Olver explained to Secretary Slater that the funding                problem seemed to be more at the state level than at the federal                level.  Slater expressed his concern and indicated that he                would make a trip to the region to look into the issue.              

Also participating were several of Olver°s colleagues from the                Massachusetts delegation.  Rep. Ed Markey (D-7th District)                talked about e-commerce and privacy issues while Senator John Kerry                spoke about small business issues during the evening reception.                 Massachusetts Reps. Frank, McGovern and Capuano, and Senator Kennedy                stopped by the reception to greet the business leaders and to learn                more about the day°s events.              

Other speakers included Robert Mallett, Deputy Secretary of Commerce                and Olivia Golden, Assistant Secretary for Health and Human Services                who discussed issues involving child care, rural economic development                and telecommunication. Olver said, œIt is this kind of interaction                between government and the private sector that is crucial to developing                new ideas, and creating the tools necessary to stay competitive                in today°s marketplace.”              

This year°s seminar took place on Tuesday, September 21, in the                Rayburn House Office Building and in the House Appropriations Committee                Room.             
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